
Dual Concentric driver technology sets this apart  
from the pack, with a very special sound

LIKE: Superbly 
expansive sound; 
highly musical
DISLIKE: Subtle 
colouration, but 
nothing’s perfect!
WE SAY: Wonderfully 
engaging yet spacious 
loudspeaker

OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY

EASE OF DRIVE

OVERALL
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annoy’s first ever Dual 
Concentric speaker goes 
back to 1946, and since 
then the company has 

refined the design right up to the  
new XT series. The idea of putting a 
coaxial speaker combining mid/bass 
and treble units into one drive unit is 
an extremely good one. It makes for 
much better propagation of sound 
waves around the room – and better 
phase coherence too, meaning that 
the high-frequency and mid/bass 
units work in perfect time so all 
frequencies arrive at your ears 
together at the same time. 

We have reviewed and liked the 
smaller XT 6F (HFC 400) model in 
this range already; the XT 8F is the 
largest floorstander in the series and 
proves to be one of the largest designs 
in the group. It sports a 25mm PEI 
dome tweeter set in front of a 200mm 
multi-fibre mid/bass unit, which 
crosses over at 1.8kHz. The 200mm 

driver beneath works in parallel 
below 250Hz. The reflex-loaded 
cabinet is rigid and has its own 
platform. Build is to a high standard 
at the price, if not quite up to the 
superbly finished KEF. 

Sound quality
Being so large, the 48-litre cabinet 
can move a lot of air relatively easily, 
which makes for a good claim of 
91dB sensitivity, and the XT 8F goes 
loud with any amplifier from around 
25W RMS per channel. Indeed, that is 
the overwhelming impression as soon 
as you begin to play music through 
the Tannoy – one of great scale and 
power. Yet this speaker does not 
deliver an unfocused punch; rather  
it is very fast and crisp with a great 
sense of pace and vibrancy. It really  
is quite a thrilling listen, and injects 
great energy into Madness’s The Sun 
and The Rain – as if this track needs 
any more...

Give the Tannoy a pacey, punchy 
pop song and you will be bouncing up 
and down in your seat. It has great 
speed and resolves leading edges 
superbly. As well as this, the bass is 
really tuneful and strikes just the right 
balance between being physically 
strong and not overwhelming the 
listener. Fed by the punchy Exposure 
3010S2-D, it gives a massive 
soundstage, as if one had pressed a 
‘stereo wide’ button. Kate Bush’s Misty 
sounds ethereal with a cathedral-like 
recorded acoustic, and the Tannoy 
carries her distinctive voice smoothly 
and sensitively. It is also able to hang 
back instruments in the mix with 
commendable ease, and this makes 
for a truly immersive soundstage.

Sonically one of the finest speakers 
in the group, the Tannoy is highly 
musical and cohesive, although if 
we’re being critical it doesn’t quite 
have the tonal clarity of a true 
reference loudspeaker. There’s 
definitely a distinct tone to it, which 
isn’t at all unpleasant but marks it out 
as ever so slightly coloured. Despite 
this – from its delightfully musical 
bass to crisp, spacious treble – the 
Revolution XT 8F is quite superb l

T

Tannoy’s Dual Concentric drive unit 
technology has been around for 
many decades. The Revolution XT 8F 
uses a significant refinement of the 
design. Improvements in materials 
and manufacturing techniques, allied 
to computer-aided design, have 
produced the new omnimagnet 
system which shares one magnet for 
both bass and treble sections of the 
unit. Tannoy says that this allows  
a better optimised mechanical 
arrangement necessary for the new 
waveguide to operate, and also 
increases power handling. The tweeter 
is Torus (donut) shaped, meaning it 
can be placed further forward in the 
throat of the driver. An Ogive (bullet) 
shaped phase plug sits in front of  
the diaphragm, which assists in 
shortening the propagation path of 
high-frequency waves. This gives 
better phase coherence between the 
drives, and is a considerable step 
forward for the system.

DUAL CONCENTRICTannoy 
Revolution XT 8F £1,299

The Revolution 
XT 8F is fast 
and crisp with 
great vibrancy

 DETAILS
PRODUCT
Tannoy Revolution 
XT 8F
ORIGIN
UK/China
TYPE
3-way floorstander
WEIGHT
14kg
DIMENSIONS
(WxHxD) 
317 x 1,080 x 345mm
FEATURES
l 200mm Dual 
Concentric driver 
with 25mm tweeter  
l 200mm bass unit 
l Quoted sensitivity: 
91dB/1W/1m (8ohm)
DISTRIBUTOR
Tannoy Ltd
TELEPHONE
01236 420199
WEBSITE
tannoy.co.uk

FLOORSTANDING LOUDSPEAKERS 
£1,000-£1,500
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After a week of exhaustive listening tests the results are in, but before he puts 
his feet up for a well-earned brew, it’s over to David Price for the scores

Group test verdict

LOUDSPEAKERS ARE OFTEN 
easier to write about than other hi-fi 
products because the designs are so 
divergent and the sound so different. 
This is the case here, but all the 
products tested actually perform very 
well in their own way, with no bad 
apples at all. 

The GoldenEar Triton Seven ranks 
sixth, but is by no means a bad 
loudspeaker. Its build quality isn’t 
quite up there with the others and 
feels cheap at the price. The Seven 
has superb treble and is a smooth and 
musical listen across all genres, but 
lacks the insight of some others here.

The Epos is much more of a 
‘Marmite’ product than any other 
here, its punchy sound has an explicit 
upper midband that rams the musical 
point home. It’s highly tuneful and 
has a fine sense of timing; factor in  
its active upgradeability and it’s an 
excellent buy for some, but others will 
look to more rounded designs like…

The KEF is the best finished here, 
making for a highly attractive and 
finessed package that ticks an awful 
lot of boxes. It has a tight, powerful, 
generally tuneful sound with fine 
soundstaging and imaging. There’s 
very little to criticise aside from its 

slight lack of low-level midband 
detail and treble finesse.

In third place is the DALI, which 
is an interesting design with a 
lovely tonality, and smooth and 
forgiving nature. It’s satisfyingly 
good fun and really bounces along 
when called on so to do, as well as 
being able to fill a room with sound 
smoothly and effortlessly.   

The Q Acoustics Concept 40  
takes second place. It’s a brilliant 
all-rounder blessed with a rhythmic 
sound that really gets into the 
musical groove and comes at  
an amazingly attractive price.

Tannoy’s Revolution XT 
8F is talented across all 
areas and brilliant at 
offering an expansive 
soundstage with pin-
point instrument 
location. It has a 
musical and highly 
propulsive sound that 
makes listening lots of 
fun, marking it out as a 
exceptional all-rounder. 

DALI    Epos  GoldenEar  KEF  Q Acoustics Tannoy   
OPTICON 6 K3  Triton Seven R500 Concept 40 Revolution XT 8F

 Price £1,199 £1,399 £1,400 £1,500 £1,000 £1,299

 Sound quality 
 Value for money 
 Build quality 
 Ease of drive

 Overall

Key features 
 Configuration 3-way 2.5-way 3-way 3-way 2-way 3-way

 Ribbon tweeter Yes No Yes No No No

 Dome tweeter Fabric Fabric None Metal Fabric Fabric

 Bi-wiring  Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes

 Finishes White, black, walnut Silk white & black Black Gloss white & black Gloss white & black  Oak & walnut

Make/model

This front-ported 
design excels at 
dynamics and timing; 
great active upgrade

This unconventional 
design has smooth 
treble detail and is a 
musical performer

Super polished 
package with 
excellent sound  
and soundstaging 

Big, immersive 
sound makes this  
a great all-rounder  
at the price

Powerful and tuneful 
performer with bags 
of charm and 
spectacular imaging

Interesting design 
with a fun sound that 
has plenty of scale 
and punch

CD PLAYER:
Audiolab 8300CD £1,000 page 20
The replacement to our favourite mid-price CD 
spinner brings better styling, subtly improved sound 
and format playback, plus full preamp functionality. 
Its sonics are on the dry side, but it still scavenges 
plenty of detail which it strings together very deftly.

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER:
Exposure 3010S2-D £1,700 HFC 397
Exposure’s top affordable integrated amplifier is 
powerful enough to drive any speaker here, it is a 
seriously strong-sounding device and has great 
bass grip for a product of its price. It also has real 
poise and pace, allied to a sweet, smooth tonality.

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER:
Roksan K3 £1,250 HFC 396
One of the punchiest and most musical solid-state 
amps at or near its price. Indeed the Roksan has a 
puppy-like enthusiasm for everything it sees – it leaps 
into the groove with a wonderful sense of fun and it’s 
very powerful too.

FLOORSTANDING LOUDSPEAKERS  
£1,000-£1,500

TRY WITH THESE


