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Startling at times in its clarity, the RPM-9, and Sumiko did an impressive job of translating the 

emotional nuances of each piece, with both cello, and guitar timbre beautifully recreated with 

micro-dynamics, and subtle fret work standing out in stark relief from the rich body tones of each 

instrument. The sound was transparent, and engaging with a presentation that was a little more 

forward than I’m accustomed to, but which nonetheless kept my attention rapt from song to song.  

Conclusion 

The Pro-Ject RPM 9 Carbon, with its modified 9cc 

tonearm, and Sumiko Blackbird low-output 

moving-coil cartridge proved themselves to be 

worthy of praise on multiple fronts. This is a 

unique, and aesthetically-pleasing turntable 

design rooted in long-term research & 

development toward producing compelling, 

musical, and dignified playback, with a tonearm 

executed to match, and a cartridge capable of 

keeping pace (rhythm, and timing) makes this 

combination a thought-provoking musical 

companion – albeit more cerebral, than brawny – 

for those interested in a long-haul analog relationship. 

Original review see: https://parttimeaudiophile.com/2017/12/10/review-the-pro-ject-rpm-9-carbon-turntable/ 


