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ike the Minx Xi, this is one 
of a number of models that 
has seen a recent price 
reduction, which now 

means that even after you add a pair 
of Q Acoustics 3010 speakers, this is 
still the most affordable music system 
here. More impressive still is the fact 
that the specification is in many 
respects, superior to anything else in 
the group. You get UPnP streaming 
that supports PCM files up to 
24-bit/192kHz as well as DSD 
2.8MHz capability, internet radio, 
AirPlay, Bluetooth and Spotify 
Connect, plus DAB+/DAB and FM 
radio. Last but by no means least, all 
this functionality is joined by CD 
playback should you want something 
a little more conventional. Socketry 
runs to a pair of optical digital inputs, 
an analogue input, A/B speaker 
switching and an RCA line output.  

The M-CR611 feels reasonably well 
assembled, with the points of contact 
like the speaker terminals and 
controls feeling solid and logically 
laid out, although the casework seems 
a little more lightweight than perhaps 
it should. There’s no volume knob on 
the front panel, just a pair of buttons, 

 DETAILS
PRODUCT
Marantz M-CR611   
ORIGIN
Japan/China
TYPE
Integrated CD/
amplifier system 
with 24/192-capable 
network streaming
WEIGHT
3.4kg
DIMENSIONS
(WxHxD) 
292 x 111 x 305mm
FEATURES
l Quoted power 
output: 2x 60W 
(6ohm) 
l Inputs: 1x RCA;  
2x digital optical 
l Ethernet; wi-fi; 
Bluetooth; AirPlay  
l 3.5mm 
headphone socket
DISTRIBUTOR
D&M Holdings 
TELEPHONE
02890 279830
WEBSITE
marantz.co.uk

Marantz  
M-CR611 £350
Looking for a compact music system that’s ultra-
flexible at a great price? This setup could be for you 

which makes quick adjustment 
trickier than on other rivals. 

Setup is simple – especially if you 
have a WPS-enabled router – and the 
scrolling display is clear and easy  
to read, if a bit quick at times. The 
remote control is a little on the fussy 
side, but works well enough and 
there is also a control app for Android 
and iOS devices – see box out. 

Sound quality
The good news for the M-CR611 is 
that although it does a great many 
things, it largely does all of them well. 
There is plenty of power on tap and it 
never sounds like it is straining to hit 
respectable levels. More than this, it 
manages a very effective balance 
between sounding exciting without 
tipping over into being forward. 

With the Jack Savoretti piece, it 
manages to generate a genuine sense 
of life and presence with Savoretti’s 
vocals. His supporting guitar is also 
impressively detailed and has 
excellent decay to it. This energy and 
life is also useful with the Blue Man 
Group and the M-CR611 puts in a 
powerful and exciting performance of 
Opening Mandelbrot that manages to 

extract the best bass performance in 
the test from the partnering speakers. 
As well as having a useful sense of 
impact, the bass also manages to 
display a pleasing sense of definition 
rather than merely being a bit of  
low-end shove. 

Another strong area is its ability to 
reproduce fine detail that aids the 
believability of the Aretha Franklin 
piece. Simply put, there is a greater 
sense of this being a group of 
performers rather than a lead vocal 
and supporting instruments. Only 
with the final Kairos 4Tet piece does 
the Marantz show any real signs of 
weakness and the irregular timing of 
the track can sound a little confused 
and lacks the assurance that rivals 
have. Tonality, soundstage and sense 
of energy is extremely appealing, and 
although it isn’t completely perfect, 
the M-CR611 does a fine job of 
balancing realism and fun across a 
variety of different musical styles l  

MINI SYSTEMS  
£350-£650

L

LIKE: Lively, exciting 
and detailed sound; 
extensive features; 
affordable price  
DISLIKE: Limited 
control app; timing 
could be better
WE SAY: A very well 
equipped unit with a 
sparkling performance 
at a bargain price

OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY

FEATURES

OVERALL

CONTROL BUGS
The Marantz Hi Fi Remote app is free 
and offers full control of the M-CR611, 
but it is not without its foibles. The 
speed that the app loads and renders 
a music library is fairly slow and 
moving backwards and forwards 
around the app isn’t completely 
intuitive either. Another annoyance is 
that selecting a track in the middle of 
an album will only play that track and 
not proceed on through the rest of 
the album even though the M-CR611 
is able to do this via the third-party 
‘Bubble’ app.

Elsewhere, the unit’s functionality  
is excellent. Bluetooth and AirPlay 
connectivity is stable and sounds 
good, and CD playback performance 
is every bit as good as the streaming 
side. Fingers crossed that Marantz is 
able to further tweak the app with 
future updates to bring it up to the 
standard of the rest of the M-CR611.


