
MARANTZ CD6OO3/PM6OO3

Marantz stereo pairing makes
a persuasive budget buy

ARANTZ I L{S

d,e 1 e.rs, changins nlm
r pudv stereo compxny

At just f30O apiece, this player and amplifier offer excellent performance, says Andrew Everard

Dodels, sioying once xgain how hi-fi cquipnrerr

to one.ble b ofd borh con nrerand
proft$ionalequipmcnr, muhichameipldlers
.nd dnplilication rs r€ll is so-ch.orel, plLu

rroiecto.s dnd insonc narkcrs l \rs, too.
Ilowerer, i$ tuos onl risttuo-chdnel e,dio
hd bccn niintained, s is char lrom its long
ru.ningslog.rn"Be.:!se nusic nDnrl'. lion
high-cnd ste.eo SACD tlavers and matd,nrg
an|lifie6 right do*n to dre kjnd ofproducts
boushr by tlose shftirs out on r joumel ln hi [,
rhe conp.n) ahar,a ndaecs to oilei sonethinA

'l hrrs celtiin\ the cxsc ar shxt m.nv d$dibe
rs thc "cnry levtl": .hrwiDg on ils ctFrience of
finc-tuning dlli,rdrble componcnrs to re.te its
Sle.irl l:dition, Original S]]ccirl li.ditlon .nd
Kl-Sigrature prcduG ofdre prsq rhe clnprny
see'ns rble to in ue *€n thc hunrbl$t of
troducE rifi x toudr of sonic nr.gic so olien
missn,S ftoh the price compcririor.

T*q s rn eMnple, i6 lxte* ffilrls in the
Duirsdcm ludio se(to., rhe CD600l CI) pldyer
and PM600l !ryll6er, nov a!-nl$le for ir6r
!100 rpicce. ftue, these rren't thc conrpd,vt
absoltrb crtiy level models, drc CD500l/
PM500l sitting beloy them rDd rackling the
markd around €200 per coDrponcrt but the nev
anivals rre right in $e le daDd ofdre
contant's n'?ditlonal nuke! cosrirg .bout the
sanc as some clxssic models ol thc fst.

Ard lcfs get that nr 6Drr lor ! n,omentl
mN vc.s dgo, the Mamr CD-61 .nd PM 66
would h.ve co$ mn abonr thc eme rc theie ncv

.ontinues to ofer rhe Lind ol bxrg-rins }Iu don'r
see in other r.tos olonsumer eleclr.nics.

'rhe CD600l mxl. eschor rhc SACD fl,yback
lound li,nhe. u! the comprN\ nngq but ir srill
h6 the odd $ick up ilj slede, Donbh drc

trclision of. USB nrpur rble to amqt mnsic
{ored on iPod, Demor} ke]'a Dd odrer deviccs.

rnd flat it through the oDboard CS+198 24-biv
l92kllTdiginl tu rloSre coDvcsioD fton
CnnN Lo8ic. l he USB inpnt sedion is dcrived
hom dr coflrFnv's 5,{8001 SICD phyer, and
drc CD600l xko u*s amnzHD,$,I-SA-Z
xDplifie nodllesini$ nnxloguc sbgc and l
hcrlweight constrciior {idr ctu ncr.l
tLre in dre bse to d.np outvibntion. O|ricil
$d electnc.l dlgiftl oupurs arc frolidcd
rlon8slde tlt stero rn ogne s.ckers. and rhere's
rlso a hcxdph.ne srcke! conplcrc sjdr irs own

'The PM6001dhplier, neanvnilc, n r
2x45\4' dsi8r usin{ . ordf lccdbrck tower

dmplifier dcsigr, .nd nerr ourpnr e.sisrorr
desitjned lor befter spe*er control. Tb.rc: rlso
d heNily sbicldcd toronhl ftnsfomer and a

h*$inl lxyour dcsiqned to rdre resorances

'l her nre rhrcc ]ine inputs, two ope loops md
. moving lu8ner thono siage, two sets of
sperke. oupns with A./B ssltclnrg, a leadphone
socket rnd bi?Nsablc rone contuls. Lile the
all) pl.ver rhe aqr is compatible Birh Loth
inf ired and Man.r s_sreo renote .orr'ol, rnd
drere's .lso r lontuc$ huthr on its Aont pmel.
I laving tried ir, Iers trcrnd itdoesn'tdisttur
the r$t ot'$is revics'. ..

PERFORMANCE
U nbox .nd set up thc No l,{xnnt, unfts, dd $e
fi6td,ingto mntion is rhrt drev don\look, or
fccl, ln .ni, wa} iner?dNn!. Th conrtrny's

])olio olextendhg irr sti'ling irom dre top end
nodek .lom to this lorl l]lls off nr sryling drd d

sroothnss oftuish d opc ralion rl, af s cl.$

They may be budget produ.G, but the Marant2 duo look3 - and sounds - more expensive
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5i.-!. -r3ilLxr ..i.ti /..dr.r il! L-

i/irHrDl{illra.m

mm htu motu dnn cxdnnic mnsical tAti: otre

mnNe he nxr b. phrin:j Sho{rknlch. thc next

r lintrgc r..ording b!si,rg.rluli. LoDdon o.
n)m. Lorcan f.pr,!sic.In ftrd, rou'rc likcl_r n)

5 nP n.N ng n,alreipr.n.
2 "c,!. ru rr.r....i.6,r,i4rh.iar

M:,:"tD Bus":m.ie..it.
v:. tr/pis;[.

R.n.t...nro
|,!lHlD] lail l:r,'.r

M*rrLlKLri, K usbrCle l.u:!,
P;.birO:t.,!"r'e- DuJa.. LlBT 0: l

le ins in this senor oi the nrLket. luttons ml
loobs hs( x prccne 1eel. rhe plxleis lorler
opefte\ nicklr, dJ elen rhe e eisht oi rhe

.onponents i! k.s{ rr.
r_hr's rh,r ht olt r! exped AoD the

L'rrnLl. mdthere s o eqr'il1snLLrle {x\ to un
up rhe sonnd ol thir pxniqj it\ ka ]hnntz
T!xt\ no b.d drnrs ii xll rhere is r dellniie
il[drz $nmd, rd nl L,r!tui tcnns n: rbonr r
eell datl,ped bxss, e4rlcn nn{il rd md deble.

?nd nne srereo nnildn{ ind $u siginlt. ,\11

.E rtoacrire qulirirs ri tosen\cr rhe! irtr
hrpfen to L,rintj lrusi..ljve in a Mr thntnrk+
urr .iv prodnd\ \ound uher dull rxi
FeJesh ixn, or seennglr EauS tn h.rJ.

]t:.till po\sil,le tu neir dre c\Feftr ol
llxi,n1z BLind .\nbr$a{ior rnd tuiq $,pkmo
Ker Ishiqtr, .r.! n n\tr li{jnh rftordxLle
ellipment. '! Dlore n ho hxs erer elPeierc{l
one oflnn$atr\ ddnoBditions {ill loon . rhe

.\r'idrc. \'h.tcrcr Dusic hc hrppens to hrt
cn.ouDtc rcd on hi s c\tcnsire r.rels.

'lIr. rc{lt n ror jn{ i Junl dft1
innrdirtdl-l.tt Dtior gmbbh:jeith \ell
r...rdcd djs.s: n.l\o manigcs !, UNfter dlsl
r...rdi,rgs. Dd n r hoDrcnlfi rrnle nnge ol
nrnsic. ll.mnE doc{i Drlltc c.nponsrts gooJ

iridr olc Lind olmusic but l$\ xpperLn,g rltlr
rnothcr nr$exd $an dtr lixr{jxin p.l.e

tmdncb hrre r.rl xll nru xbiliN.
I$durcnhlxnd moltiD rcs re r prrtiurlu

nrcngdr hcrc. ridcd b! dr.t ti:jht, r'ell erten,led
brs rDd hcc |rcrdnDgn|p.r neqnenrie!. bft
tr\ tlrc lods Dd drrce dnnd$ionditr' olthe
s.uDd dntnillon. rs m lu.prise to \l..rnt.
ril.ionrdo\ \'hile srill unnnnl EDr, (.rymerts
r drn kjDd ofpricc Ydr *dld hxle t! f.! ,, lot
morc fu nnprcr. or dre CD600l D|l']U600l.

1'.! \ln,nld fxtrrcr tndnnii\$re looJ
srrt.r. Thc,r]l $dk { cll nidr n,orlels ir the
1,r)0 +ll00 rr1rr. hfrTr.nl.hi r1r!e,ntr

sp.ndinlj xs nn.h xgxnr * thc combine,] co{ ol
tlqcrmd ntlificr, or Drxi l)c *u r ljt nre.

antuiDl-r drc ht.ringl di(lnith the litde
P\1(I DBI d rdDouDtslrcrLc. rurendl
selln,phr .nrd!ili0 r Jntr sho*edrhrthe
\h nrr rnfl,icr rs nrorc d,N.blc to.ontol
r hc sl[xkcF Dd dtr\{ drcm cxtrcmeh \e11. drd
rhr rhc ld'els oldcu,lrailxble nonL fie CD

f ltri d tu{itu soDc sctr.!s c.DriderNti!n benrg

!L.r r. spcrl$ch.ic..
'I hr.s ro! r. s,r_r''hxr dr.\hrrt dur nlnt

he hrftv r'iLh son,c I.$ crl]orirc \penlte6.
sluLlil ,l,c budgd bcrighl: dr. fireUhxfcd.l.
l)lin.rd il).1s, rNi.s.d in tlrsc !ritcs x ()utlc
,,lntrsrhs brcl. n.uld h. r fii,c choi.e. Bnt it s

e..d r. knor'rirrlc.lcc.o,n.s h.re qnxli,r
rlllr.{cr r rc\cmrsxDd$'hcD tund\ xllon r

r'fgr c 
'. 

son,r n,.rc x.conulish.d sperltc$. ld
NLdn. htring (l[ flcs!r.l .nnnrqcomFmeD6
Nhl.1. flndr r.lL,b.{,hcn sright

t,scd irdnidtrtrlLr. b.1lr 1h. tlxrcr.nd
r,1rillc.rk.nnf..s\,hurs.\dldodrcrmrk
1.gdho 

'hxr 
I sr.lirrlc lninr in su!.1.cstiDS much

n,;ing ind ml.l,ing h. nlcdxkcr Thn is x

nLr(h..n,hi ,,.f I irh r (.rrllr iNohins
uNL. rw. rhN i6riIing,1]r c\o.mclt
rrole$tJri.. ols o. lls .dmf.ncn6. G
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