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(or 55Wpc into 4 ohms), doesn't look like something that costs under
$1000, let alone under $500. It's rugged and hefty, and its elegant looks
remind me of a cross between Audio Research gear and the most
expensive Creek electronics. The PM5003 was designed in Japan and is
made in China (as are most Marantz products), and includes technology
trickled down from two of Marantz's flagship models: the SC-7S2
preamplifier ($8000) and the MA-9S2 monoblock amplifier
($16,000/pair).

The PM5003 and its moving-magnet phono stage feature current-
feedback circuits intended to exhibit faster rise and fall times and higher
slew rates than voltage-feedback designs. According to Marantz, a
current-feedback amplifier is better able to track music's rapid changes,
and should sound more natural. The PM5003 is constructed with discrete
components, and includes input buffet circuitry to optimize the
signal/noise ratio and channel separation.

The PM5003 is awash with features: five line-level inputs, two record
outputs, two pairs of transparent screw-type speaker terminals, a balance
control, and a headphone amplifier. There are also controls for treble,
bass, and loudness—and, for audio purists, a Source Direct switch to
bypass them, just as in my old Audio Research SP11 preamp. Those
interested in custom installations will find triple command-code sets as
well as an IR flasher input. All of the preamp section's functions are
accessible via the rugged and well-laid-out remote control, which also
controls Marantz's CD and DVD players, tuner, and tape deck.

But how does it sound?
Quite remarkable, actually.

The first phase of my listening involved only CDs, to test the line-stage
and power-amp sections. The Marantz PM5003's transparent, uncolored
midrange made it a pleasure to listen to well-recorded classical
woodwinds, such as Anthony Michaelson's clarinet on his recording. of
Mozart's Clarinet Concerto, with Robert Bailey leading the Michaelangelo
Chamber Orchestra (CD, Musical Fidelity MF 018). Throughout all three
movements, Michaelson's instrument was woody, airy, and vibrant. Jazz
piano also shone through the PM5003—the rich, warm, sonorous
midrange of Marilyn Crispell's instrument floated naturally into my
listening room on her rather minimalist phrasing in the title track of her
Amaryllis (CD, ECM 1742).

Normally, | wouldn't expect to hear extended, natural highs from such an
inexpensive component, but Tiger Okoshi's revealing trumpet on "On
Green Dolphin Street,” from his Two Sides to Every Story (CD, JVC
JVCXR-0004-2), was rendered without bite, harshness, or any top-octave
rolloff. The burnished metallic bite of his horn sounded dynamic and as
involving as I've heard through far more costly gear. Solo violin is the
acid test of high-frequency realism, and Mariko Senju's performance of
Paganini's 24 Caprices for Solo Violin (CD, JVC JVCC-6504-2) was searing
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yet pristine, with no trace of discordant electronic artifacts. Throughout
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bottom-end weight and effortless dynamics.
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