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Wesay...

[t's not execthy the only
‘'dasignar’ spaskar system out
there, but with & fne sound,
eye-cntching styling and planty
of fleadbility, tha Arana system
is one o tha bast of lis kind

The warld of harme cinema divides inde
o camps: those who want the best

s and don't care whar the system

loaks like, and those whio are a hic hassier
ikx HIL L |||; I.“lul i|1||'|p|.'r :Ir-- i-:l:-ulb in cheesir
TR T||-; F_lrnu.:r gronp s llkl;"l'. Tiw 'Sl: e
1 mysboan ol i v spwktn.u:-uu"} with
hig foorstanders on the font-left and nght
channels, and will he happy with grest
swthes of "hlack ash” vingl ar —if they'r=
Im'L:.- —anice Iighl: wirwud fimish; the lrer
will e secluced by ome of the huge range of
designer” speaker packnges amilable from
all chee leaiding namss, soch as KEFsKH [ -
weries 'rEl_lf.\_ or ardaunt-Skoms Gemies,

Az onec af the longest-isablished speaker
companies, Tannoy isrootod m the former
camp, & i clear from the excellent Sensys
system we tested mooor Marnch issee, While
it lhasn't exactly avadded the *designer’
sector of the market, the Arena system
niarks o major depacture for the company
Previewed as the 2004 Fhar Hi-Fe? Soumd
& Finom Shew, the Arengs have arrved &
lirtle laser than planned. The penple at
Tannoys Costhridge factory in Scotland
decided s wait until things were just nghr,
rather than prematurely mush ingo the
market with a less refined produact.
A so0n as you epdounter the Aremas

chusa upy, it's clear the docesion to buld was

1 pradent one_L'he little speakers kook
porgeoas, and while some elements of
their styling will divide opinions - we've

Tannoy Arena

Looks and ability - it's a great no-compromise system
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already heard the opienal lovsrstmds
compared with sci=fi props and "60s sshirays
-||‘-,i1||i'u':-=.<.ih]¢|u:r|_=|_:- with the r[-.u.li::.-
that rans througlwout the range, from
the speakers themselves o the smalles
plece of moanting hardware, Add on the
Raorstanils of e abile ~u5-|u-|t-'|'rm-1:h
and they estend the shape of the sprakers,
hecoming parof the design o the exent
thatsepmrate grilles are provided for use
with these mountings, whale a range of
interchangeable mbber front peccesis
wrnilahle to further castomise the loak of
the speakers heyonid the basic choice of high
gloss silver, whise, black or bronee finshes
The speakcr enclosures themselves
are made of cast aluminium, providing 2
N PesinEng |r|ul.|'=l|:r|| 1 which the drive
unit can work, with the grilles ssandimg off
slightly from the main housing to gve an
urnisual bt effective loak
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mimiature version of the company’s famois
Diual Concenric desigm, whach places a
senall trebbe driver as the centre of 4 larger
il ||u|1||LI'|_F iu::lmnp‘u and trebde. The
icles is thar the rwnwork egether o give
& “poiny soaree’ af soanad, with nane af the
dispersicn problemns of 2 ralitonal desdgn
in which the reble driver is mounted above
ar below the mid hass amit.

Bug while the Arena deiver i small (ics
mbdTrass come s just | Dom sorass], ics
|'|||__r]1|'| ewals 1 1: e | 9w izimiem dome
pwester in the cenme poess upnn 3 clamed
ikHe, 45 par of Tanmoy's WideBand
design, while the bass goes down po 80H 2.
T'he crossover berween the two drivers s
at 175kl x, meaning the twester - in Fact
i ?i:.!u-r'li.u eeber = povers 4 wide frequency
FaANEE, ||-|-J'I.i||._g1'| well sudred o the demaneds
af DVTI-Audio and SA-CL marerial.




The centre speaker uses the same drive
e plas an sddivicnsl 1{em bass derver,
and b s lowwr requencies rumed with a
rear-venting port - the portan the satellies
i h'-:mr-'l-':nrin.g.l:'iruu']u:rlnimk frwr beire
wires, spaide conneciors of hanara plugs are
pravided, apd the aptional sandsfbrackes
foar all nhe -.|'l.1|||.|,:l w have | |||i|.|-i|| |_'J| |||_'
|mnnp‘ernr:nr.'hi-.'|in[| i termiingds for a pear
irstallation. The hesic 5.1 -channel system
comes with 20 meires of cable.

Underpinning the little speakeris an
unusuelly slim suh, using a 2 Scm drive mir
ir @ M-t sealed enclosure, It's driven by
an invrermal 3N BASH smplifier,
oambining the rechnodyry of comventional
Class AB amplifica don and Class [ designs,
alloaing high power ina small package.
Controls are pronsded for gain, phase and
lewel, =|l:l||y; with an LF extersion contral
allowing a balance  bhe ohamed berwesn
ultimate extension for music, and speed and
impact hor movie effects. At it maximiam
msic sewing, the sab claims exension

the ather speakers are simple b avtach wing
I.."u; "'u"l:ﬂln‘bllfl'l'fllkd

And che T .i.'l1l'|||1l| I-\.'S-|H,|1||_1 w.:l':r E\-l;i_ld
indleed. Somse ‘desigmer’ speakers can by
a lieele whim and edgy, with the sulwoofer
havimg 1o work Basd to cower the bow-cns
deficiencies of the saellies, bat theres no
sipm af that bere. Yes, e sub pans guaite
higgh = ar an leasein does the way we sel i up

bt eheere’s g amoeahy, seansless i.m-,-_gml;irrn
that consistently maincains the illesion
thatall the low stuffis coming from chose
small nrﬂL'fr\:..'ll'm“‘ideﬁnd gkhign.
thie besunfully comeralled disperson and
imaging of those Dual Concentric divers
gives the system an uncanmy ability v foos
effects, :|.|1r|.'.|-.1i|'|g serand aromnd chee rosim
while keeping it knitved tightly wgether,

Time for some fan wich car fovourice
‘Yiorture’ tracks. The Fh.m: crach mesr the
smart oof Fllighe of the Phagnidy sounded guesy
ansd room-shaking —that sub is Feally gooad
=while the lanmch sequence from the new
remastered edicion of Apalls [3, complene

The WideBand design gives the system an uncanny
ability to focus effects, spreading sound around the

room while still keeping it knitted tightly together

dowm m 298z, which is going some for so
compactan enchosere, Ocher corvenicnee
featares mchsde a switch oo take the ncernal
crossover out and leave the roll-off m vour
mim‘cr&inrﬂmalcimiu,ﬂw AUGITRILC
pvwer ontodff, while the line inpu: arxl
mains crmiection are condealed onthe
hase of the suh for a tidier ok,

The£11%9 5.1 package inchades all che
spraloers mensioned plus grilles and cables,
bue additiomal satllives: can be bought az
2100 aplece to baild 6.1 or 7.1 -channel
systiinng, The centre channel is E249 when
purchased separately, and the submonder
144Y. meaning that the pacimge savesa
bandy £295, The desktuall mounts for
the sarellives will set i bk E14% 5 |ﬁ-|ir|
E24%a pair for the floorstands, apd E79
fur the cemtre-channel mount.

The systemiis precty simple mw install
and set=up. After some experimentaiion
we hiked the crossower paint up to
101k Hiz o osar reference: TAG Melaren
Aanlia prooessar, a this seemed o give
& begrer inscgraricn than the 20Hz
recommendaton, and we setthe LF
extension controd o it midpoint for
listee g b musec and movies. These
things aside, the while set-up took abous
31 mbmtes: the Asorstands come fully
amsembled, and the stands and brackets for

with I¥TS soundrrack, is traly breathaking,
K, sis there are e [H.mnfu] sysicins
aroaansl, such as oar harminire re-amanging
ETH00 PM reference rig, or Tanmoy's
o Sensys speakers that will relsee you
oo th bt pary of 82000 - but the breadth,
depth arid sheer impact of the sonnd the
Il Areras can deliver s nothing short
of 3 revelarion. The solwonfer bas |:I-|-|_1'|[!.'
of power on tap, while che darity of the
smaller speakers is perfectly suited w
bringing out all the embicnce thatsweeps
yna imbn the fest-paced action.

Withi che claasrronhaohic fire SEIENCES
o the thriling Ladder 4%, starming lahn
Travodia and Joaquin Phoenix, che Arenas
wrgwrd dhe sound im oy, and when
vous witch o the desertambicnes af
Fliaeniy, things are just a8 navaral- sounding.
WWhats mare, the T:1r|||1n_1_.1. pﬂfn’_rrln
incredi by well wich msic, henth serea and
menlsichanned: we had a lor of fur spifmmg
avariery of 34-CI rigles from rock 1o
wlussical through the Arenas, and coukd
quite happity e with the soumd on offer

TheEl1%0 2T |'|||.:-'.1I'|¢ '«rl':.llt]mh!;r
acthe tofp of the range whien it crmes 10
“designer” speakers af this kind, 3 long
way above che KEF KFTT 2005 25 and the
Morfauns-Shart Ein:rl:ie;.'FnrnmnH:,.‘il:;
style and sound more than justify chac price.
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AT A GLANCE

Tannoy Arena

ssune
Pricier than sama of e odvioes ‘style spealor rivals, bet the guallty

thraughaut and the pariormance more than justify the price, Thisis
g Tine al|-rourd chadce wrapped in 5kl cothing,

Sound gquality CTLL L
Wi, you couldqet a better sound froma mare cosvent lanal ‘souare bax'
pacaage at this price, bet the Tanngy sysbem i one ol 1he beat-soanding
wet-ups that akso has stle on 15 side, with piesky of pench for mesies
and & smosth, iresleing presemiation ol miasic.

| Build quality EEEET

Tarroy has bekin a ot of e o get the Arens cancept right and it's
i offin Ine feeling of seligily and the beautilul finishheve. The miy
the stanids and sgeakers imlisgrabe is particulany inpress e,

Tha Lreras ok Teaiabie
wilha sarieky ol meenting
ol 5, v i 1 hi s
sbyllsh braiord that can
wither e wsed forwall

maunting, 45 shannhere,

o wand il i lable-tepar
ShHT shand, Thay' N e

you aach EH5 g pair,
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