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EQUIPMENT REVIEW

ike many audio brands today, Electrocompaniet

has now built the device that can bring the

company - and its customers - inlo the 21st

Century. The Prelude Line PD-1 DAC is a

baLanced digital conveder that allows users to

access the usual slew of optical and coaxial connectlons as

well as the computer link of the moment - USB It is best

used in balanced mode, but sounds fine single'ended too' lt

has a remote and a four way front panel press-button system

to select the source and a bit-reduction volume controL That

alone makes it worthwhile of inclusion into the computer

audio pantheon. But there's more

Elecirocompaniet also deslgned lhe 24bi1' 192kHz

PD 1 to work wlth the company's El\4S-1 ' a BF wlreless USB

transmission system that takes the signal from a computer

and plays it as if it were a wired source The EIVS-I ls a small

breakout box that can beam signals through a few walls, but

this also has an advantage in removing the potentially noisy

spinning discs of a computer out of the roorn

With a not-loo-complex remapping of your home network

architecture, it's possible to use a smartphone or tablet

computer in the man cave to controlihe cornputer jn the Lair

that drives the DAC back in the man cave. All completely wire-

free. Sonos users may drop into smug mode here, as that

system has been able to do this - under Sonos' proprietary

[,4esh wiji network - for some time, but we audioph les are

sometimes not exacUy quick on the uptake Some of us still

think a remote control is a kind of magic stone that maKes

noise happen, so Electrocompaniet's oJfering is the stuff of

sciJi. By using their own wireless network Electrocompanlet

(like Sonos before it) more or less guarantee there's no

contention - part of the reason why audio companies are

wary of recommending wi-fl is the fact so

few home users ever change from deJault

cha"rnels, whicc '"leans a whole slreet

fuLl of users mighi be using the same wL-fi

frequency settings. Under such conditions,

dropouts are a virtual inevitability You need

to make sure the EMS-1 and PD-1 are both

on the same BF channel, and it's worth

experimenting with different channel settings

to minim se local contention' but installation

is a breeze. [.4acs and Windows macn nes

will not need drivers for the EMS-1 and all

you need to do is adjust your computers

audio output settings as described in the

manual. [,4ost wil l be up and running in a few

mtnures.
Back to the Eleclrocompaniet DAC

Ergonomics overall are good, although it's a

DAC so ergonomics are not a key concern.

It relies on Electrocompaniet's four-direction

joypad-style control on the front panel; up

and down work through the sources and

left-right drive the bit-reduction volume >
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control. ts bright blue LED display can be a touch garish with the volume up

ful , but there's a d n'rmer control on the remote. The range of sources a low

for both loca (and with the EMS-1, remote) connection, with two coax, one

TosLink, the RF connector and USB links, although the USB and EN/]S-1 are

llrnited to 16 bit/48kHz signa s and not designed for asynchronous operation

Thls doesn't have the thick acry ic and go d-on-black f nish of the corrpany's

Classic line, llut aside from a top panel that clanks when given a knuckle-

rao test the PD-1 is everv b'it as wellmade as the rest of the Prelude Line

range, wh ch is a high recommendation because they have gained a name for

re iabilty.
Like a lot of Electrocompaniet products, the DAC is best ln balanced

operation. Single ended s not far behind, but the DAC moves out of crulse

control and into something slightly more exciting in balanced mode'Balanced'

s not iust the preferred choice of output, though, because it neaty sums up

how the PD 1 sounds. EveMhing sounds balanced and right through ths

DAC; no need for artificial transient energy or excessive dynarnics for that

edge of-the-seat drama. No need for slightly too much treble masquerad ng

as detail for that energetic zing, or a gentie roll off to take the edge off the

cliDoed screams of the worst victims of the Ioudness war. Just good, honest,

fuss-free digital conversion. The fact that this is so rare t needs pointing oui

perhaps shows why audio ls missing the bigger p cture.

It's been said that muslc lovers use audio equ pment to listen to their

music, whlle audiophiles use music to isten to their audio equipment lf that's

the case, ths s distinctly NOT an audiophile product. The sense of natural

balance doesn't draw you to h fi aspects of the music, lust draws you into

the music. tried a number of sources - incLuding online sources l ike Spotify -

and never once found mysef focusing on an\,thing other than the

music. As lfee that DACS make their presence felt more in the

breach than the observance, a device like the PD 1 - with its

distinct ack of breaches - deserves high praise indeed.

I wasn't qu te so impressed with the wlre ess streaming

system. On the one hand, because t's RF, it wll lworkthrough walls

and if you are controlling a computer through a smartphone or

tablet, you can remove spinn ng discs far from the listening room

environment. Troub e is, it's not as good as the other sources,

sounding s ightly thin by comparjson. Also.

buift-in USB provldes a more balanced

sound, but just lacks the tocus and contro

of coaxial and opt cal. Ultimately lt's not a blg

deal-breaking dltference, but an interesting

observation that this is a DAC that works

llest with 20th Century digital inputs.

I don't want to downp aY the PD-1

he€. 'r- 'aol, its a DAC ol such poise a1d

detai that it not only makes a lot of sense

to exsting Electrocompaniet owners, but is

good enough to be the gateway nto a wider

Llectrocorpan et wo'd [o' t l 'ose -ol vet o-^

with the r Danish sjde. OK, if you are a ready

firm y ensconced in the post CD future and

al you need s a USB DAC, this mght not

be your best cholce, llut where it sh nes out

is as a dig ta only preamplifier for people

mid migration from CD-based to file-llased

music. And et's be honest, rght now, that

means most o{ usl +

TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATIONS

A!. . ,  O,ipri j :  Slereo bo onc--d l ine

out (XLR)

Slereo single-ended ine oul (RCA)

D ar i .-r  !puts: 2 x S/PDIF Cooxiol,

I  x S/PD F TOStink, I  x USB TYPe B.

I x RF Link

Dll i iar , lArcr c! c!:-rrv: i  :r

192 k!,z, 246i1

lnc I jcrn_i rrg frrra suaL-o r l ' . -r :

SIPDIF lg2kNz,24 6it .  USB 48 kHz, l6

bit ,  RF Link 48 kHz, l6 bit

L. lpsnr'-p rn! l  r .r le: 192 kgz, 24bi l

Freq.rercy ieipan5e: I  48 kHz

THD + f ' l :  < 0.003%

O.ri lrLrl  la 'a,-! . .rr .e: I00 ohm

Cl t ru f  eve :  3 .4  V r rns
, l . l ! e  i . o  ( 2C  20  kHr )  :  <  -  140  dB

D re"i i ion: (wxHrDI: 42x5x34cm

\'\'e !r'r i 4.3 Kg

Pric--s f . ] .250 (PD-l ); t250 (EMS-I)
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